Crane Bowl History

It is named after Joshua Crane, who was on the Board, Chairman of Golf, and one of the original Bond Holders.  In fact, he loaned the Club quite a bit of money to keep it going during the depression.  He had a Classical degree from Harvard where he was fullback and won 100 races on the track team in hurdling, broad jumping and pole vaulting.  Won some 50 Polo cups and was captain of the Dedham Polo Team.   He won the national Tennis Championships in 1901,2,3,& 4, and won many yacht  races sailing his own boat designs.

He called himself ”a mediocre golfer”, but was a five-time captain of the Lesley Cup Team from Boston, never mind the 75 he recorded at St. Andrews.

As a sidelight, he is alleged to have also locked the club up tight one early morning due to fact that the WGAM ladies were schedule to play at DCPC.  Upon their arrival, all doors were locked.  Calls were made, the club was opened, and Mr Crane was hauled before the Board, where his resignation was requested.  He apparently agreed to resign, but only with the Club's repayment of his loan.  Since the club no longer had that money, the request for his resignation was withdrawn.  When asked for the reason that he locked the women out, his response was apparently: "I don't want women mucking about this place".  As a result of this or just by coincidence, he was appointed Golf Chairman shortly thereafter.

He played here in the Crane Bowl with Billy Harding, who could hit the ball a mile.  Joshua’s most peculiar behavior was that after playing the second green he would go right from there to the third green, letting his partner trudge all the way up to the tennis courts where the third tee used to be.  It was select the best drive, alternate shot back then (it was changed in the seventies to encourage more participation), but wherever Billy hit was going to have to be good enough, because he wasn’t going up there.
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