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Massachuseffs DEP turns to rreriul photography
to help identify susp ected wetlsnds violstions
By Michoel Sfochowicz,
Edilor, The News lel,ler
T h "  M o t t o c h u s e f t s  D e p o r t m e n t  o f
Env i ronmen tq l  P ro lec t i on  hos  o  new
weopon for  use in  determin ing compl i -
once with the Mossochusetts Wetlonds
Prolection Act. In on ottempt to step up
enforcement  in  o per iod of  decl in ing

b u d g e t s  o n d  s t q f f
r e d u c t i o n s ,  i h e
d e p o r t m e n t  h o s
d e v e l o p e d  o  n e w

progrom ihol  compores oer iq l  photog-
rophy f rom 1990 -  o "bose mop" -  wi th
r e c e n t  o e r i o l  p h o t o g r o p h y  t o  f i n d
chonges  i n  we t l onds  topog rophy  ond
v e g e t o f i o n .  T h e  d e p o r t m e n l ' s  n e w
enforcement  technique incorporoles o
sophisticoted computer progrom to pick
out  oreos thot  moy hove been chonged
by eiiher o vegelotion olterqtion or on
elevot ion chonge.

Rich Tomczyk,  envi ronmentol  onolys l
wi th the Moss.  DEf soys thot  th is  "wi l l

tend to level  the p loy ing f ie ld for  those
who fo l low the lqw ond go through the
process (ond expense) of  obto in ing the
correct  permi ls ,  ond those who don'1."
Tomczyk o lso stoted "n ine out  of  ten
potent io l  v io lot ions p icked out  by the
compu le r  end  up  w i l h  some  so r l  o f
e n f o r c e m e n t  o c i i o n . "  E n f o r c e m e n l
o c t i o n s  c o n  r e q u i r e  r e s l o r o t i o n  o f
oltered oreos, os well os hefty fines.

A f te r  t he  DEP,  w i t h  t he  he lp  o f  i t s
computer  progrom, p icks o potent io l
v i o l o t i o n ,  t h e  D E P  w o r k s  w i t h  l o c o l
conservotion commissions to see if ony
permils were gronted thot would cover
such work wi th in the wel lond zones.  l f

t he re  q re  no  pe rm i t s  on  f i l e ,  o  f i e l d
o g e n t  i s  s e n l  o u t  l o  m e e i  w i t h  t h e
p rope r t y  owner ,  o r  i n  ou r  cose ,  l he
property moncrger to view the site. At my
club, the qeriol detection so{twore found
two oreqs of  potent io l  v io lot ions.  Lucki ly
for  my c lub,  we were oble to documeni
lhqf  the o l leged v io lot ions were errors in
the  de tec t i on  so f twq re ,  r o the r  l hon
octuol  wet londs o hero l ions.

The  reso lu t i on  o f  l he  depo r lmen t ' s
exis t ing oer io l  phoiogrophy isn ' t  very
good, not much better lhon whot you
con f ind onl ine wi th Google Eorth,  but
th i s  i s  chong ing .  The  depo r tmen t  hos
controcied fo fly the stole ogoin, next
yeor, in on effort to obtoin photogrophy
w i th  be f i e r  de to i l i ng ,  ond  po ten t i o l l y
some photogrophy ot different ongles io

"This wil l tend to level
the ploying field for
those who follow fhe
low ond go through ihe
process (ond expense)
of obtoining the permits,
ond those who don't ."

Rich Tomczyk,
Environ mento I Ano lyst,

Mossochusetts DEP

ETTEK

help wi th the ident i f icot ion of  wet lond
ql tero l ions.  The hooe of  the DEP is  thol
th is  wi l l  he lp enforcemenl  qnd increose
the efficiency of the deportment thot hos
suf fered through o reduct ion of  f ie ld
ogen ts .  A  secondo ry ,  bu t  s i gn i f i con l
gool  is  the hope of  increosed revenue
from f ines thot  wi l l  be issued uoon the
depo r tmen t ' s  de le rm ino t i on  t ho t  on
i l legol  o l terot ion hos occurred.

From o golf course point of view, lhis
c o u l d  b e  q  b r u t o l  o s s o u l t  t o  m o n y
m o n o g e m e n t  p r o c l i c e s  i f  f h e  c l u b
connot  prov ide documentot ion fhoi  the
o l l e r o t i o n s  d i d  n o t  o c c u r .  C o m m o n
monogement proct ices such os remov-
ing deod or  unsofe l rees ond mowing
no lu ro l i zed  o reos  o re  t h i ngs  tho t  t he
DEP computer  con eosi ly  p ick oul  ond
e r r o n e o u s l y  d e l e r m i n e  t o  b e  o n
ql terot ion.

" l l  seems somewhof  o lorming,"  so id
one  go l f  cou rse  supe r i n tenden t ,  "my

predecessor  used fo mow th is  course
w o l l  t o  w o l l .  T h r o u g h  t h e  A u d u b o n
Prog rom,  we  hove  no tu ro l i zed  mony
oreos in  on ot tempi  io  do the r ight  th ing.
Does thot  meon lhol  I  om going to be
ci ted for  vegeto l ion o l tero l ion when I
m o w  i n  N o v e m b e r  l o  s t o p  w o o d y
succession? Do we lose o l l  r ights to o
potch of  lond we noluro l ize?"

Nol necessorily so - if you ore wil l ing
to  wo rk  w i t h  t he  l oco l  conse rvo t i o r
c o m m i s s i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  R i c h o r c
T o m c z y k ,  " l l  w i l l  h q v e  l o  b e c o m e
stondord proclice for golf courses to get
o 'Generol  Order  of  Condi t ions 'wi th the
town to do regulor  mointenonce,  much
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l i ke  t he  town ' s  depo r tmen t  o f  pub l i c
works does."  Receipt  of  on Order  of
Condi t ions is  the resuh of  f i l ing o "Not ice

of  In lenl"  wi th the locql  conservot ion
commission.  The Not ice of  In tent  is  o
pe rm i t  opp l i co t i on  t ho t  desc r i bes  the
u s u o l  ( o n d  u n u s u o l )  m o i n f e n o n c e
proctices thot o golf course requires over
ihe course of o typicol yeor.

Within this Notice of Intent f i l ing, IPM
p r o c l i c e s  o n d  " B e s t  M o n o g e m e n t
P r o c t i c e s "  s h o u l d  b e  s o e l l e d  o u t .
M o i n t q i n i n g  p l o y i n g  c o r r i d o r s ,  n o l
exponding,  should be inc luded io o l low
fo r  t r ee  ond  b rush  t r imming .  Unso fe
lrees cqn be oddressed in ihis documeni,
os con the onnuol  or  b ionnuol  mowing
of  noluro l ized oreos.  Other  ih ings to
inc lude ore woter ing procl ices,  fedi l iz ing
procl ices,  p ipe ( i r r igot ion ond dro inoge)
m q i n t e n o n c e  o n d  r e p o i r s  w i t h i n
wetlonds or o buffer zone, ditch mointe-
nonce, slreom bonk mowing, cort polh
resur foc ing,  bunker sond oddi t ion,  ond
ony other  th ing one cqn th ink of  thot  is
done regulor ly  io  moin lo in o gol f  course
within o sensitive oreo.

A voluoble byproduct  of  th is  permi t -
t i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
educole the locol  conservol ion commis-
s ion on exoct ly  whot  is  ento i led in  the
monogemen i  o f  o  go l f  cou rse .  Mos t
conservol ion commissions reol lv  don' t
hove ony ideo whot  goes in io monoging
o  go l f  cou rse  ond  go ing  th rough  th i s
process helps point  thot  p ic ture.  l t  o lso
ql lows ihe gol f  course to present  the
m o n y  e n v i r o n m e n t o l l y  s e n s i i i v e
monogement techniques thot  of ten go
unopp rec io ted  by  l oco l  conse rvo t i on
commissions.  The publ ic  rev iew process
i s  o  g reo l  oppo r tun i t y  t o  t o l k  obou l
conscient ious pest ic ide use ond woler
conservolion sirotegies.

E i t he r  i ndependen t l y ,  o r  i n  con lunc -
t ion wi th the Not ice of  In tent  f i l ing,  i t
moy be odvisoble to develop your  own
w e t l o n d  m o p p i n g  f o r  y o u r  c o u r s e .
Submit t ing on occurote f ie ld evqluot ion
o f  t he  we t l onds  to  t he  conse rvo i i on
commission,  ond hoving them opprove
the del ineot ion,  wi l l  creqte o def in i t ive
publ ic  record of  the wet lond resource
oreos on ihe s i te .  Whi le ih is  moy seem
to be o t ime consuming ond expensive
tosk,  i t  could sove t ime ond money by
el iminoi ing orgumenis over  pre-exis t ing
condi t ions.  l l  con o lso o l low for  more
p rec i se  conve rso t i ons  w i l h  i he  l oco l
c o n s e r v o t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n  o n d  m o y

reduce misunders londings ond foresto l l
fu lure enforcement  qct ions.  In  ony cose,
f ie ld del ineot ion is  generol ly  ocknowl-
edged to be for more occurote thon fhe
oer io l  photogrophy current ly  in  use by
the DEP

Ano lhe r  impor ton t  l eve l  o f  r eco rd
keeping for  the property  monoger wi l l
be  l he  documen lo l i on  o f  ony  cosuo l
conversot ions wi th o lown of f ic io l  or
ogent .  Mony t imes I  wi l l  cq l l  the conser-
vot ion ogent  ond request  on in formol
determinql ion.  Usuol ly  th is  is  o s imple
request  such os "wi l l  I  hove to f i le  o
Notice of Intent or Requesl for Determi-
nql ion for  q dro in repoi r?"  or  "whot  do I
need to give you to be ollowed to do o
t ree lqke down?" l f  fhe ogent  soys there
is  no need for  o formol  f i l ing,  then thot
s h o u l d  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  b y  t h e  c l u b .
Unfor tunote ly ,  th is  is  needed becquse
t h e r e  i s  n o  m e c h o n i s m  w i t h i n  m o s t
towns or the stote lhol records such o
conversot ion.

Hov ing  been  th rough  th i s  p rocess
myself wiih one town, ond storting the
process wi th onother  lown,  I  con soy
thot  prepor ing o Not ice of  In ient  for  the
roul ine mointenqnce of  the course is  o
good st ro legy in  developing or  repoi r -
ing o re lot ionship wi th q locol  conservo-
l i o n  c o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  o u b l i c  r e v i e w
process o l lows for  on open conversol ion
ond f r iendly s i te  v is i ts .  Unfor tunote ly ,
mony gol f  courses hove l imi ted conloct
w i t h  c o n s e r v o t i o n  c o m m i s s i o n s  o n d
mos t  o f  l he  con loc t  i s  t he  resu l t  o f
enforcemenl  oc l ion.  F i l ing o Noi ice of
l n ten t  i s  v i ewed  os  be ing  p rooc t i ve ,
ro lher  thon reoct ive,  ond lends lo  pul
lhe course in  o more posi t ive l ight .

Al though th is  does seem excessive,  we
os super intendenls ond stewqrds of  the
club 's  property  should look ot  th is  os qn
opportuni ty  to s t rengthen our  posi i ion
wi ih in the c lub qnd the communi ty .  l t  is
just  one more reoson why c lubs should
h i re  (o r  keep l )  quo l i f i ed ,  expe r i enced
superinlendenls for proper represento-
iion to the lown ond community. 4i

Jon. 30 GCSANE Annuol  Meet ing
Noshowtuc Counfry Club
Concord,  Moss.
Host :  Poul  S.  Mi l ler .  CGCS
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