
A11 Things

Thinl< Outside the Frame!
it's time to stop saying and thinking it.Golf's bad word -

B Y  D A V I D  A .  O A T I S

n nearly every Turf Advisory
Service visit, I hear someone

titter golf's bad lvord, and it is
beeinning to make my blood boil! It is
hieh tirne we pLlt an end ro it. The
rvorcl I refer to is-lrantiryq. This rvord
has crept into the Anrerican solfer
vernacular to the point'uvhere it now
shapes our vier,vs and limits our think-
ing. For rnany, it has c1-rietly beconre a
virtual tenet of golf colrrse design, and
solfers evervrvhere norv assume that
everv green, landing zone, and even
cvcrv gol f  I ro lc  r r r r rs t  bc l t ranred by
somethinq. Usuallv it is nrounding or
bunkering or trees tl.rat do thc fi'arlins,
br-rt it could be some other feature such
as l laturalized ror-rghs. The discussion
of tramir.rg now is so pervasive that one
nr ight  lssunrc thrr  r  f rarr r ing rcqui re-
nrent has been rvritten in the Rules of
Golf or in the rules of golf course
:rrchitecture.

Tl're trr,rth is, greens, landir-rs zones,
fairrvavs, and eolf holes do not always
recluire a franre of trees or n.rounding,
bunkers, or naturalized roughs. The
prcoccupation r,vith lraming nrav be a
product of television, r,vhere 'uve usr-rally
set a vie'uv of individual golf holes
. r r td Nherc the v i t '$ '  i r  unn,r turr l l l '
narrorved. Perhaps it also comes fronr
photoeraphs of golf holes, rvhere rve
' cc  t hc  h i r r r . r r  . l r ) ( l  g r ccn .  bu r  o r r l y : r
l i tt le roueh and even less of the sur-
rouncling landscape. We certainly hear
the ternr a lot ol1 television - so often
that it seems to be an accepted fact that
cr-cr- r  qol i  ho le . rnd cvcr) '  pJrr  of  cvcr l '
eolf hole should be fi: in"red by some-
thine. Nothins could be f, irther from
the tmth.

Early golf courses were built on
links because the land was so ideally
suited to the game. Nature was the
architect of these courses, and little was
framed in these natural landscapes. If
you have ever played a traditional links
course.  you rn ight  rernernber that ,
when srrnding on a ree or  in  a l ra i rway.
it sometinres is difficult to determine
in rvhich direction to hit the ball. In
these wide-open landscapes, even the
largest green wil l look srnall, and that
can make the hole seem more difficult
than it really is. The clear, striking
definition'uve so often find in North
Anrerica isn't found on a traditional
l inks course. Our current rigid think-
ing suggests that earth should be nroved,
benrrs erected.  bunker ing crcf , ted.  or
t rees p lantcd to b lock v icws.  \eprrarc
golf holes, define landing zones, funnel
our vision, and FRAME! What a
crime that would be on a wide-open,
rvindswept landscape.

So, please, think outside the frame
for a minute, and ask yourself what is
wrong with seeing more of the land-
scape frorn one vantage point. Why
should our eyesight be l irnited to see-
ing one claustrophobic golf hole at a
time? Playing golf at lnany courses
nor,v is like looking at a series of tiny
pictures or pieces of a puzzle. You can
see each hole, but not the entire course.
It is nruch l ike looking through a
keyhole.

Framing closes in landscapes and
hides great topography. When trees are
used to franre a green and they are too
close, they can block a vierv of the
bunkers and,/or the topography to the
outside of the bunkers. So, is lranring a

required element of design? Absolutely
not! Can it be a useful tool? Yes, par-
ticularly rvhere there are unique designs
or unwanted vier,vs that are better off
hidden. Flowever, another option is to
maintain perimeter plantings around
the property  so that  i r r ter ior  v iervs c ln
be opened up. This allows golfers to
see more of the landscape and the
topography, and golfers are able to see
it from rnultiple vantage points. Open-
ing up older courses and not over-
planting new ones allow golfers a rare
t reJt :  Jn unclut tered p. inoranr ic  v icrv
ofthe landscape and its topography.
After ali, golf was originally a ground
glnre.  and i t  is  the ropour. rphy th. r t
nrakes great golfcourses great.

Framing is not a required element
for every design. It is not a rule that
must be followed for every course and
every hole. In fact, loads of golf holes
would be better offwithout their
frames. It is not necessary to turn every
golf hole into an individual portrait.
Do ing  so  i s  l i ke  g i v i ng  an  a r t i s r  a
palette that is too small for the picture
he is trying to paint. So, the next t inre
you hear people talk about how the
tree or bunker or rvhatever "franres"

the golf hole or green complex, tell
them to open their eyes and look at the
entire landscape, notjust a snapshot of
one snrall part of it. Tell them to think
outside tlrc framcl
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