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How acourse Goes Cold
In the fickle golf world, it takes little for a" uenue to go from loued to hated

OYAL LIVERPOOL, the site of
this weekend's British Open,
has not hosted the event in 39
yeam. This is notable because
in the prior 70 years, from 1897

to 1967, it hosted 10 Opens, more than any
course except St. Andrews, with 12. What
causes a course with Royal Liverpool's
pedigree-a revered links that was the
site of golf's first professional tourna-
ment-to suddenly go out of favor?

In Royal Liverpool's
case, the reasons are var-
ied. The official line is
that its infrastructure
was inadequate for the
demands of a modern
toumament-not enough
room for cornorate tents.

parking and so fot1h. But club members
say it had more to do with Liverpool's de-
cline since the 1960s: unemployment, race
riots, soccer mobs, grisly crimes. The
Open's overlords insist it had nothing to do
with the course itself.

The club's return to the dance after
four decades as a wallflower reminds us
that golf takes more of its nourishment
from the character of its playing ground
than almost any other sport. Courses
have personalities. They change and the
circumstances around them change,
causing some to fall into and out of fash-
ion like hemlines.

Take Olympia Fields, site of the 2003
U.S. Open won by Jim Furyk. Eighty years
ago Olympia Fields, south of Chicago, was
the largest, glitziest, most successful coun-
try club in the nation, with four golf
courses and a towering clubhouse. But
gradually, affluent Chicago migrated
north, not south. The golf courses, reduced
to two, still had panache, as proved by the
smash reception of the tweaked North
course for Olvmnia Fields' first Onen since

of favor among today's archi-
tectural cognoscenti. "The no-
tion that, to be great, a course
must be difficult to play has
been demolished," Mr. Morris-
sett contends.

He credits Pete Dye with
leading golf design out of the
wilderness toward more inven-
tive courses with more options
that are more fun to play-a
trend that former apprentices
of Mr. Dye, such as Tom Doak
and Bill Coore, are carrying to
new heishts- esnecirl lv in dc-
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